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FESTIVE ALLIANCES 
BETWEEN M O O R S  AND 
CHRIST IANS 
I 
WOMEN'S COSTUMES. EJlVAL DE M006 AND CHRlSTlANS GROUP OF WOMEN 
IN ALCOI, AND IN SO MANY OTHER SOUTHERN VALENCIAN 
TOWNS, THE FEAST O F  FEASTS IS UNQUESTIONABLY THE 
ONE THAT RELIVES REMOTE BATTLES BETWEEN MOORS 
AND CHRISTIANS WHICH, FORTUNATELY, OVER THE AGES, 
HAVE BECOME FESTIVE ALLIANCES BETWEEN THE TWO 
CULTURES. 
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owever much the industrialist 
mentality uses every argunlent 
at its disposal to refute the fact. 
Europe is a many-coloured mosaic of 
cultural forms. For researchers, but also 
especially for the man or woman in the 
street, it's gratifying to see how the 
country they are travelling through or 
visiting presents something new -or at 
least a marked variation- every few 
kilometres of the way, even if this 
doesn't fit in with the uniform model 
we are used to today. It's gratifying 
then, and people prefer to cover a dis- 
tance of sixty kilometres -the distance 
between Gandia and Alcoi, the two 
most important towns in the central re- 
gion of the País Valencia- and take in 
the change not only in the countryside. 
the food and even the pronunciation, 
but in the celebrations. Because in Al- 
coi, and in so many other Southern Va- 
lencian towns, the feast of feasts is un- 
questionably the one that relives remote 
battles between Moors and Christians 
which, fortunately, over the ages, have 
become festive alliances between the 
two cultures. 
The historical roots of this celebration 
can perhaps be found in the commemo- 
ration of those ancient struggles; what 
else would you expect in a country like 
the Iberian Peninsula, where territorial 
disputes between the two religions went 
on for more than seven hundred years? 
But the origins of the celebration could 
also lie in a later historical event, the 
all-out defence against the piracy that 
besieged the Catalan coast. This gave 
rise to certain festive practices amongst 
the knights, which included demol- 
ishing wooden scaffoldings or castles 
THE "GIANT CIGARS. FESTIVAL DE MOORS AND CHRISTIANS 
erected for the occasion. So even 
though the first celebrations arose after 
the expulsion of the Moriscos in 1609, 
the tradition in Alcoi is that the festi- 
vals of Moors and Christians are inten- 
ded to mark the Christian victory of 
1276. This victory was the result of the 
intercession by Saint George, the town's 
patron ever since, in whose honour the 
celebrations are held. 
Whatever the truth, you only need to 
spend a few days in Alcoi around 23 
April, the festivity of Sant Jordi. to rea- 
lise that a deep-rooted warring enthu- 
siasm flows from the collective subcons- 
cious during the festival of Moors and 
Christians, though in a peaceful, civil- 
ized fashion, in a festive tone, always 
perfectly amicably. The spectators on 
the town's balconies and sidewalks are 
spellbound by the excitement, the 
physical self-confidente of these imita- 
tion warriors, who advance slowly and 
menacingly in groups of ten, occupying 
the breadth of the street. The orgy of 
peaceful war, the eye-catching spectacle 
of the costumes of Moors and Chris- 
tians -what would a festival be without 
the usual extravagance and excess?- are 
as much a part of the celebration as the 
coffee-liqueur, the local drink, made 
from coffee macerated in spirits. The 
gunpowder, of course, is also a must, 
especially in the "alardos". or fights 
during which harquebuses are fired into 
the air between the two armies. When 
the oficial rituals of the celebration are 
over, no-one dreams of going home; 
everyone meets in the "cabiles", the 
clubhouses of the "comparses". the 
groups taking part. The "cabiles" are 
strictly for members only, and the 
drinking and celebrating, so they say, 
goes on day and night without a break 
so long as the festival lasts. 
The festival of Moors and Christians 
isn't celebrated only in Alcoi, although 
it's the undisputed leader in this field. 
Banyeres comes a close second, and it 
would be a terrible mistake to leave 
other names out of the round-up of 
towns where this unusual festival is 
celebrated: Bocairent, Cocentaina, Ibi, 
Ontinyent, la Vila Joiosa and Villena. 
However, the event is spreading quickly 
and hardly a year goes by without one 
or two more nearby towns joining the 
list. Moors and Christians are spreading 
over one part of the País Valencia 
-mainly in the south and inland-. in 
the same way that the "falles" are doing 
in another part -in the centre and on 
the coast. This duality, this festive var- 
iety, therefore becomes one more of the 
treasures of the Pais Valencia. And it 
means that any town can be the place to 
watch spectacular processions of Moors 
and Christians, because each one will be 
slightly different. each one will have 
that something new that any eager and 
observant traveller or tourist hopes to 
come across on his wanderings. m 
